Westland/Tai Poutini National Park Draft Management Plan

Submission Form

A.

Name:
Organisation:

NZRCA (New Zealand Recreational Canoeing Association)

Postal Address:
P.O. Box 284
Wellington

Signature (name if using email):

Person authorised to sign on behalf of person or organisation making submission.

Home Phone
Work Phone

Date: 31/1/2000

B.

Do you wish to present your submission at a future hearing? (Yes/No) Yes

Do you wish to make an oral submission at a hearing rather than a written submission now? (If so

please outline your concerns in this submission form.) (Yes/No) _ No
Preferred time for a hearing: (weekday/weekend/AM/PM/evening) __Weekend AM_~
Time required to present submission: ( hour/s mins) 30 minutes
C.
1 2. 3.
The specific My submission is that: I seek the following
. Please state concisely the nature of your concerns. Clearly indicate whether decisions:

parts of this ; ihie oart of the Pl h o h ns. o
Plan that my you support or oppose the Sp.eclﬁ(, part of the Plan, or wish to have Please give precise details. If

o amendments made. Please give reasons. you seek text changes, the
submission more specific you are, the
relates to easier it will be for us to
are: understand your concerns.
3.5.3 Table 5 | Itis wished an amendment is made to the plan. We wish that an

Paddlers (in this submission, Paddlers refers to Kayakers,
Canoeists and similar river recreationalists) are a user group
not well catered for by the West Coast National Parks, and not
catered for at all by Westland National Park.

Other user groups such as Tourists, Climbers and Hunters can
fly in to their areas of interest, however paddlers cannot.

This imbalance can be easily remedied by allowing air access
to the Cassel Flat area of the Karangarua river for purposes of
paddling.

The lower Karangarua is a suitable landing area for paddlers
for the following reasons:

1) The impact on other users is minimal compared to any
other river in the park as Cassell Flat is already on an
allowed flight path, to Christmas Flat Hut.

It provides the best paddling in the park.

It provides a different paddling experience to other rivers

2)
3)

additional landing area
is added to 3.5.3 Table 5.

This landing area gives
access to the Karangarua
river for the purposes of
canoeing / kayaking.

The only part of the
river of value for these
activites is downstram
from Cassel Flat.

For less advanced
paddlers an intermediate
put-in in the region of
the confluence of Purcell
creek is desirable.

Therefore it is requested




4)

3)

6)

7)

8)

9)

on the Coast. Other rivers have older water-courses:
their gorges are more enclosed and boulders are more
rounded. Most are not as close to the high peaks.

It has a good intermediate standard section which is
suitable for many paddlers for whom other West Coast
rivers are too difficult.

While future demand is unpredictable, use would be very
infrequent when compared to tourist flights or alpine hut
access flights. It is seasonal and limited to the warmer
months, when there is a suitable river flow, mostly on
weekends or public holidays.

The flight to the put-in is comparitively short (less than
10km), and it is expected air time return would be only
about 10 minutes.

The required put-in for the river is sufficiently far from
Cassel Flat Hut (at least 500m) that hut users are not
likely to be disturbed.

Once paddlers are on the river, impact is minimal to non-
existent. Not even footprints are left behind.

It conforms to WNP draft management plan policy 3.5.3
(e), in that access is consistent with DOC’s Visitor Setting
for the Karangarua, ie: “Back Country with facilities”

that the landing area be
along the river bank
between the confluence
of Purcell creek at
NZMS 260 H26 535252,
and Cassel flat at
545230 (to allow for any
future movement of
sandy banks suitable for
landing).

This latter point is about
500m from Cassel Flat
hut.

Return your submission by 4.30pm, Wednesday 15 March 2000 to: WNP Review, Department of

Conservation, Private Bag 701, HOKITIKA

or via email to: WestlandReview@doc.govt.nz




	Westland/Tai Poutini National Park Draft Management Plan
	Submission Form
	Name:       
	Organisation:  


